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education had been groaning; they gra(}t(:[; (ii;:z ‘iltnder which
som

ideas for which i

0 education had b i i
;anged it that every State mi oy s mey so ar.
;w general conditions, and these grounde
they fettered it with no unworthy special condigi

planm?d .it broadly; they endowed it muniﬁcenglytmns; e

anng(lis of r?PUbli_CS, there is no more significant utterance of
E:lnamiir)l'c.e in national destiny out from the midst of national

Four years ago, war still raging, a citizen of this State
an artisan who had wrought his way to wealth, but who o
wealth forgot not the labors and longings of poverty, offered
to st_lpplement this public gift with a private gift not less
munificent. He alloyed it with no whimseys, he fettered it
with no crotchets, he simply asked that his bounty might
carry out a plan large and fair.

Three years ago the State of New York, after some
groping, accepted these gifts, refused to scatter and waste
them, concentrated them in a single effort for higher educa-
tion and fixed on a system of competitive examinations to
bring under the direct advantages of this education the moI:t
worthy students in every corner of her domain. Six months
afterwards the authorities to whom the new effort was e}r\l-
trusted met in this pleasant village. Among therrf}wege :h:
highest officers of the State. He who hade sf)et e
private endowment appeared before thelt % T,y
redeemed his promise—he did more= e &1 ELC L il nese
gifts which he had not promlsetti); moig v Sométhing more
manner showed that he was about t0 &
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precious by far—his whole life. So was founded the Cornell
Un;\:llf)r:;;l); followed and this same man ‘did for _the State

hat she could not do for herself; he applied all his shrewd-
e he endowment from the United

d energy to placing t :
g:;ste:none: bgtyter footing. Other States had sold the scrip

with which they were endovyed at rates ruinously IOW;h the
Founder of this University aided the State to rpake such an
investment that its endowment developed in far larger
measure than the most sanguine ever dared hope.

Such, gentlemen of the Board gf Trustees and felloyv
citizens, are the simple landmarks in the progress of .thls
institution hitherto—not to weary you with a long detail of
minor labors and trials—such is the history in the chrono-
logical order, the order of facts; let me now briefly present
it in logical order, in the order of ideas. And, first of all, I
would present certain

FOUNDATION IDEAS.

On these is the structure based—these attach it firmly to
the age and people for which we hope to rear it.

Foremost of these stands that corner stone embedded in
the foundations by the original Charter from Congress—z#4e
close union of liberal and practical education.

Hlthertot with hardly an exception, the higher education
had been either liberal or practical; by that instrument,
PTO’\II‘ﬂotnw\:)/as made for educatan both liberal and practical.

great sources of national wealth, agriculture and
the mechanic arts, were especially named as leading obiects
to be kept in view. At the same time narro )
vented by clauses idi h AL
necessaryyto e Pnglll}ﬂg that other objects of study,
NG ad and high 'edgcatlon{ sho.uld be attended
o arter more timely in its special aims more broad

1ts general aims could have } ’ e

In entire harmon withe heen granted.
original Charter was t};le next'tfos spirit and letter of this

ndation idea.

guage the simplest ang plainest. It gave a

complete iversi i
p theory of University instruction. Said Ezra
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CORNELL_: “7 zfzouI.d Jound a4y nstitution Where any per.
can find instruction n any study.” ik
evoted to practical pursuits, he recogn
there must be 2 union of the scientific ang
the practical in order to produce results
enterprise. The idea then of those wh
institution in the national halls a¢ Wy
ideas of this man who had thought o
farm and workshop on the shores of C

ized the faer thae
the @sthetic with
worthy of gych an
0 planned for the
ashington, and the
ver this problem in
ayuga Lake, were in

Into these foundation principles was no
other at which every earnest man should rejoi
of unsectarian education, A

Perhaps no one thing has done more to dwa.rf the system
of higher education in this land than the sectarian principle,
As the result of much observation and though; I declare my
firm belief that, but for our enslavement to this unforgunat‘e
principle, we would long since have had great free universi-
ties, liberal and practical, the largest, the most ample in
equipment, most earnest in effort, t}}e most vigorous in
thought the world has yet seen. I believe they would have
had a vastly stronger hold upon the people, and an in-
finitely more valuable result on national education in science,

i i its.
literature, art and practical pursuits. "
I do r:ot say that the sectarian principle has given no
d and great good. It built
good results. It has done goold a o ghave e
: = ;
colleges which otherwise wou oy
i g1 d men who otherwise would have rerpamcd ina 3
stimulated me ) i
it inci labor and sacrifice which o
it incited labo 1 b T
been wanting; but the time has come
they have given us. s A
Cis % the earnestness of the founder s

I do not deny 1. ido-not Genyythel rea et
moters of these colleges. 9 des of their professors. I
ments and self-sacrifice of multitu esd work £ e S
do not deny that they ari o i:; can be done by Sl;ICh

Il the work necessa i
do deny that a : ity fully worthy
any university iy
means, I deny that yf unded upon the platform
great name can ever be fo

W wrought an.
ce, the principle
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g m why? 1
r combination of sects. D? you ?Sk yI i
: facts in educational history. I wi
int vou to the simplest facts A fcabd
pALEs ble you with the argument in the abstract; 100' atit
'nmhtrou n:rt)?,te One of the most honored college presidents
i ' cluded from teaching natural phllosophy
of New York was ex En |
in a New England faculty because he was an Episcopalian.
gnae of the most honored college presidents of New England
ching Greek in a New York faculty
was excluded from teaching 1
because he was an Unitarian. One of the most renowne
of college presidents in the Western States was rejected
from a collegiate position in this State be.cause_ he was a
Presbyterian. One of the main college presidencies of New
England remained a long time within these latter years
vacant. Why? There were scholars, jurists, statesmen in
that commonwealth, who would have felt honored by the
position. Why were they not called? Simply because the
statutes of that University required the presiding officer to
be a clergyman of a particular sect, and no one of them
happened to be found willing or able to undertake the
duties. One of the largest colleges in this State rejected
one of the best of modern chemists because he was not of
a certain sect. A noted college in a neighboring State re-
Jected one of our most noted mathematicians and astrono-
mers for the same reason. Nor are these extreme cases.
There are those within the sound of my voice who have
seen a college long suffering for want of a professor in a
ffftﬂln' department dlﬁicult.to fill. A man of the required
:e_tr w;;s nr‘!astP found admirably fitted, but this man was
CJ?CI‘F’ - Why?  Solely because he was not of a certain
P“:]'l“rhl_)afty }?f that particular sect.
Al this 1s the evil growth fr i
ays when Henr Dg P aniev] germ.  From the
y Dunster, the first president of the fi
college in Americ d e first
P 2, a devoted scholar, a thorough builder,
=) S; man, was driven from his seat with ignominy and
into th:eulfrg bec;:ause. Cotton Mather declared him “fallen
rs of anti- ) - .
een the worst f, pmebaP“S{“, the sectarian spirit has
Eatie :t oe of enlarged university education
ron, = o
gest men under 3 spirit like this and they

one sect O
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are robbed of half their strength. Under g
wanting the very foundations of an Unive
only such foundations are foundations of |

The fundamental idea of the insti
to found is different. [t accepts fully
ious freedom in higher education as
general education. Its Founder had quietly and charac.
teristically announced this when he made to this town his
splendid gift of a public library, and selected as trustees a
body of sound-hearted, sound-minded citizens, regardless of
creed or party, adding to the board the clergyman of every
church in the town, Catholic and Protestant, orthodox and
unorthodox.

This idea the Legislature of this State fixed firmly in
our Charter. They fixed it and clenched it; for there are
two clauses. The first clause is: “and a majority of the
Trustees shall never be of any one religious sect or of no
religious sect.” The second is: “and no professor, officer
or student shall ever be accepted or rejected on account of
any religious or political views which he may or may not
hold.” On that ground we stand. The faculty now 355;’""
bled is in the best sense a Christian faculty, yet it ISdO no

dogma: almost every religious body is represented.
o as : nchristian. What

But it may be said that the system is u e
then is your whole system of common schoo s.h = lSS s
on the same basis. What then is your w onery
government? It is carried on in .the same maanve St

Do you trust to sectarian teaching alone to Sand the great
L7 Thetgreatyels o] theriaitlnfz::uv‘;{thout exception

i i is century we i I
ratlonalldSt_S Ofl:(l:ois whereysectarian tests were ngxdc. l\;f;lo
el oo Diderot, and Renan, and Cole
taire, and Glbbé)n, and Diderot,

educated. ke
werl‘;usz it is said that an mstntfutlnon il tu
I cedanieniole Su(’ltcesinli ;'ou to the State Umv.erS}"tY
from theory to practice. 'tpi(s) insufficiently endowed; 1t t;S
of Michigan; it 1s youngf, L smaller and less wealthy States,
had trials; it is in one of the

uch a system are

Tsity, because the

iberty.

tution which we hope
the principle of relig-
we all receive it i

for advanced education
Here, again, we will turn



Address of President White 15

in an unappreciative State. Yet it 1s
today confessedly the greatest of cdu.ca'tmnal sufccisse; lr:

country. It is unsectarian, but it is one of the bes
gz;wca?l:s of noble and enlightened Christianity in that

commonwealth. )
On that same basis we take our stand. We appeal from
sectarians to Christians; we appeal from the sectarian In

every man to the Christian in every man. Nor shall we
discard the idea of worship.  This has never been dreamed
of in our plans. The first plan of buildings and the last
embraced a University chapel. We might indeed find little
encouragement in college chapel services as they are often
conducted: prayers dogmatic or ceremonial; praise with
doggerel hymns, thin music and feeble choir; the great body
of students utterly listless or worse.

From yonder chapel shall daily ascend praise and prayer.
Day after day it shall recognize in man not only mental and
moral but religious want. We will labor to make this a
Christian institution—a sectarian institution may it never
be. We take this stand in perfect good will to all colleges
and universities based upon the opposite idea. There is
more than work enough in this nation for all. The books of
this institution opened but a few days since show this. We
have entered the largest single class ever known in the
United States, and that too after rejecting over fifty candi-
3“‘5_5.“? lll-prepared; and yet Fhe other colleges and uni-

ersities of thl§ and neighboring States, almost without
exc;ptlon, have increased their number of students.

/ivin;tu:?:);hZ;;;:,hjze' fo;ndatiqn ideas was that of &
System of the State. M aieriity. ond he Swhglesohiaol

It ca i : sy
it Wl he umbers b e ang man vich surprse
wealth are so great, the HUmi public schools of this common-
What is the cause of this? T e Zt the colleges are so small.
do not wish any advanc.ed ; l(; Loy thf people offthizState
shows that they do wish it. Ty it the s Tums ", 8D
means? The means v s it that they have not the

ever more abundant than now.

and worse than that,
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It is believed by many of ys that it is p )
want of vital connection between the hifti:luse. thgre is a
and this great system of popular instructigone ; l\;I;;St""tf""s
that tlﬁ? only hope for such an institution as we longet:)’eslele‘(e
i : : e i
sr;’sf:ri.mg 118 roots deep down into this great rich schoo?
: Th-ls idea also took shape in our Charter,
direction of the Superintendent of Public Instr
statute was so framed as to provide for competitive ex
aminations in each Assembly District, and to i Scho]a-
passing the best examination, in studies pursued in the bes:
common schools, admission free of all charge for tuition.

Yet another of those fundamental ideas was that which
against prejudices of locality and of sect, has triumphe(i
during these latter years in every great public body of this
State, whether Legislature or Convention—the idea of
concentration of revenues for advanced education.

In these days it takes large sums indeed to man and
equip institutions prepared to do work of the highest and
best. There must be large and varied libraries, delicate
apparatus, models the most intricate, collections, cabinets,
laboratories, observatories, shops, engines, instruments, tools.
There must be buildings and farms, and there must be men,—
men worth having. All this demands great means.

Formerly the policy of the State had been to fritter away
such resources. Great funds had been scattered among a
large number of institutions. Each of these had noble pro-
fessors—all had done good work—but as a rule not one had

he means to carry on the best work. !

i eSmaller States{:ast and west of us had by concentlr.anor;,
produced far greater results. Every year sa»\]!1 a lor’]\g/e::iii(e)s
our most earnest young men going forth to the uni e
of other States which had pursued a policy of concent Sl

It has indeed been claimed that by scattering erc

ilities for advanced education Wer
colleges over the State faci ilroads practi-
1 i have been so before railroa .
e T h s oA heir old limits. Certainly
cally reduced States to a tenth of their o

1 aw
W 1 oven to dr
it iS not SO now. Concentratlon Of means 1S pr

Under the

uction the
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mber of students than the opposite
3 1% gain 1 turn from theory to fact; again I cite our
policy. Ag f Michigan, with only about an eighth
neighber, [hel Stitgrt\e :nd withg th,c smallest fraction of our
¢ (;u; l:l?]%u:;le has more students today in her one Univer-
:i’:; tu;‘ der her policy of concentrating resources, than ghe
Sta;e of New York has in all hex" colleges under .her'pol_lcy
of scattering them. The class which entere(_:l that institution
a fortnight since outnumbers all the entering classes of all
our colleges.

Facts like these show that you can only attract students
by meeting their wants; that it is not nearness and cheapness
merely, but thoroughness and fullness which attract students.
Divide the University of Michigan into four parts, and scatter
them over the State, and, at the very highest, you would not
draw more than a hundred students to each. Concentrate
them, and today over fifteen hundred students enter its halls.

Facts like these have had their weight. They have car-
ried the day in legislatures and conventions against local
interests, sectarian influence and the attachment of gradu-
ates to their alma mater, until concentration for advanced
education may be regarded as the settled policy of the State.

Such are some of the main foundation ideas of our plan.
I come now to another class,

RinrT oy FORMATIVE IDEAS.

Irst of these 1 5 .
courses of study. name the idea of equality between different
agr§ctullrsu:ieet,::;;,ned to give §peci?.1 courses li.ke those in
s wi)rh Othamc arts, engineering and.the like, equality
TN er special courses. To this we are pledged.

€ custom, almost universally, to establish

col|eges for agri cparate holn
‘grlculture or the mecham
: c arts s
all Otllelb, Wl.lll small cndowments.

out a far greater nu
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porates into it d
agriculture and the mechanic arts, to be lea; €partments of

in full standing, at least e :
Sl e studentgu;;rt}i1;2yn?;?er,lfqual in pr.ivilegc:

It does not send the student in agriecltxltan equal in care,
arts to some place remote from general inst A mech:}nic
the farmer’s son the same standing that itruc'tmn.h]tgwes
any other citizen. Tt makes him a part o%l:is[tjetso"_d
broad and liberal; it makes his study the equa]‘ofa i
1t makes him the peer of any student. N

In obedience to your wishes, gentlemen of the Board of
Trustees, I have within the past two years visited a number
of thq leading schools of agriculture and the mechanic arts
both in the old world and in the new. I have found the
better opinion unanimously in favor of the system which
the State has now adopted, that of giving to these great
practical arts of life equal and honored departments in an
University rather than to scatter them to schools feeble and
remote.

A similar principle is to govern us in the formation of
courses of study in the departments of science, literature
and the arts in general. It is an old custom, derived from
the mother country, to force all students into one single,
simple course of study. No matter what the tastes of the
young student, no matter what his aims, through this one
course he must go, and through none other. For generations
this has been the leading policy in higher education. Noble
men have been produced under this system, partly by it,
partly in spite of it; but its general results have been un-
fortunate in the extreme. Presenting to large classes o
young men no studies to attract them or stimulate theml,
these have conceived a dislike for higher education. Stil
worse, it has injured their mental quality by dragging thef:‘
through one branch after another for which they C;"ed ":re’
droning rather than studying, a half-way mental labor m
injurious than no mental. labor.

The Cornell University attemp
presents to students, coming to its halls, sever:

ts a different plan. It
al courses,
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suited to different n'}llindé, 'lookl.ng

. its. Acting up to the nlver§1ty
Fow?rdf -dt'ff:ff,],:dfruﬁﬁ its Chartcgr from State and nation,
zidea:aostludent desire the old, time-honored course, em:nched
b(;,cclassifﬂl study, it gives it; does he wish more attentuf_n to
modern science, to history, to the great languages and liter-
atures of the moderr} v;orld, to science as bearing on prac-
ice, it gives either of these. ]
“ce],B:t gll[ ‘:nay be said that other colleges have done this.
This is but partially true. A few have manfully attempted
it, and they deserve all credit. Asa g.eneral rule, these more
recent courses have been held inferior, and the students
taking them have been held inferior. Both courses and
students have generally been studiously kept apart from
those esteemed more ancient and honorable. Thus has
risen a spirit of caste fatal to the full development of these
newer courses.

The Cornell University holds these courses, if of equal
duration, equal. Four years of good study in one direction
are held equal to four years of good study in another. No
fictitious supremacy is ascribed to either.

Another part of our plan is to combine labor and study.

The. attempt is to have this a voluntary matter. It is
e B

ent. Voluntary labor corps

will be formed and the work paid for at its real value—no
more, no less.

The question is consta

separate and distinct,

ntly asked, Can young men support
;:l::jr;::LveEI‘}l:y labor and at the same time cgarry on ptll?leir
= pr'eparede fmsl\:fer as I.conce_lve it is this. Any student,
Sl n his studies, vigorous in constitution and
! N some available branch of industry, can, after a

f, and it is hopeq ¢h p
: n S, youn
anical ability can do much ’tc)),warg
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their own support in th
" \ e shops to be constry t
tC}:)elngr;n\(;?x:th){ falrm und?r direction of the p:o'f:;.is,sg:sdi: F:I);n
griculture. 1In the latter i i .
for the most speedy solution of the proi)slzzflally L

work during thg vacations and in some of the h
from study during the remainder of the year
their own support. fekny

Still I would avow my belief that the part of this experi
ment likely to produce the most satisfactory results is ;t)ha;
in which the labor itself is made to have an educational value
In the careful designing and construction of models and
apparatus under competent professors, the artisan who has
alreafly learned the use of tools can acquire skill in machine
drawing, knowledge of adjustment of parts, dexterity in
fitting .them, beside supporting himself at least in part and
supplying models to the University cabinets at a moderate
rate. Master mechanics thus educated are among the
greatest material necessities of this country. The amount
annually wasted in the stumblings and blunderings of un-
scientific mechanicians and engineers would endow splendid
universities in every State. One of the noblest aims of this
institution is to thus take good substantial mechanics and
farmers from the various shops and farms of the State and
give them back fitted to improve old methods, invent new,
and generally to be worthy leaders in the army of 1n_dustry.

With unskilled labor the problem is more difficult.
Students, unskilled in labor, agricultural or mechanical, may
do much toward their own support, in cases where tljere 18
quickness in learning and great physical vigor. Still tllle
number of such cases will be found, I think, comparatively
small. The chances in this direction for young 'l‘)‘e“ C‘?;'
bred, delicately reared, or of a constitution not robust,
I think, few. the Board of Trustees, that

k well, gentlemen of f ;
youI wirlllo jivo all ’thgat can be done to solve this problem; and,

ill earnestly
f the Faculty, I know that you Wi
szgc:rl)iim:}?isoeffort. No class of students shall be regarded

ours spared
accomplish



Address of President White 21

I with more e th.an tho_se whp work with their
by us work with their brains. ’
hands that they mt?é with this comes physical education.

Closcly contes has held an important place in our plan,
From the first this has i ted in our enterprise

I think that every person Intereste € S
and lad to know that the Faculty have already in _thls
wilt be'a ded the intentions of the Trustees. The idea
i s o i ’s study of himself as pre-

f Herbert Spencer regarding man’s study ! X

F inary to other study has been carried out in our uni-
\::‘rsity programme. In the schedule of studies already ar-
ranged, every student, in every ﬁxed course, must pursue the
study of human anatomy, physiology and hygiene, and it is
hoped that by adding to this work gymnastic exercises we
may do something toward preventing our scholars becoming
a “feeble folk,” and may bring up physical development not
less than mental. I fully believe that today in the United
States physical education and development is a more pressing
necessity even than mental development, and we shall act
upon that belief.

Still another idea which has shaped our plans for in-
struction is that of making much of scientific study.

The wonderful progress in natural science has aroused an
interest which we shall endeavor to satisfy; but, more than
this, we would endeavor to inculcate scientific methods for
Fhelr own sake. We would lead the student not less into
inductive processes than into deductive. To carry out this
idea the Faculty have arranged to commence the study of
Eafural science at the beginning of the course, and not, as

as usually been the case, to throw it into the latter part
when the student has his eye fixed on active life. We sh li
try this experiment. Iti d b ’ S he
of modern times, W, s urged by some of the best thinkers
e SCies. be hope for it not only.something in the
student stron en?e, ) believe that it will make the
while we WOuglfirg(i)\tes;lril:izi;n lan%uage 2o literature.. . Bl.lt
these ways we would give I} e e e
of studies which give %r 3mp ¢ opportunity for those classes
i eadth to the mind, and which directly

fit th i i
¢ student for dealing with state problems and world
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these §tudies will not be pursued in t}?:in(t):;fcd ]f.)lace. But
On points where honest and earnest men diifte(: ?ny s
may have courses of lectures presenting both side t;‘m T
have both the great schools in political econom 15- wanld
here by their ablest lecturers. ¥ sepresentad

Yoq haye seen, fellow citizens, that nearly all th
formatxye ideas may be included in one, and that is :}:e
adapt'atlon of this University to the American people “:
Amerlcaq needs, and to our own times. Not to English)life
and Engllsh.needs, not to French or German life and needs:
not to t.he times of Erasmus, or Bacon, or the Mathers, o;
Dr. Dwight, but to this land and this time. Happy was I
a week since to be strengthened in these ideas by a voice from
across the waters, which every American honors and which
will be heard ringing nobly here as it has done in academic
halls of the old world—the voice of Goldwin Smith.

I will read from a recent letter. After expressing a most
earnest sympathy and promising speedy cooperation in our
work here, Professor Smith thus writes:

“You say you wish I could be with you. So do I, be-
cause the occasion will be one of the deepest interest. But
you would not persuade me to give you any advice. I know
too well the difference between the old and the new world.
At least the only advice I should give you would be: Without
ignoring the educational experience of.Europe to act quite
independently of it, and to remain uninfluenced, either lr}
the way of imitation or of antagonism, by our educationa
institutions or ideas. The question of aca<_iem1_cal education
on this side of the water is mixed up with h]ston’cal accidents
and with political struggles to which on your side 't}?e;ed'ar:
happily no counterparts. * * * What I would say 1s: of ill:e
your practical education, which must be ;!}e t:;sc‘ls er e
whole, to the practical needs of American life,

i i t im-
general culture take those subjects which are mothat_
portant and interesting to

the citizen and the man. i
ever part may be assigne

studies and studies in

d to my subject in the course
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I will do what I can to meet the wishes of
f the University, without exaggerating the
duly extending its .sphe'rt?

The Faculty have been foEmffl true to this sP‘r}it' They

Iready voted to memorialize the Trustees that, at an
hmie Z rovision be made for some of those studies whl_ch
:;; ); r;i)r';ag)’ needs of the country call for—those studies
which have so much value in a commercial country. For
example, I hope to see the time and that speedily when.every
student in this institution shall have the opportunity to
obtain the elements of mercantile law and thq practice of
accounts; the latter, especially, not only for its .practlcal
utility, but as conducive to systematic habits of noting, com-
paring and preserving results, not less valuable to the man
of science than the man of business.

Such are some of the main formative ideas. Let me now
call your attention to some of another class,

GOVERNMENTAL IDEAS.

First of these is the regular and frequent infusions of new
life into the governing board. The Trustees themselves pro-
posed this; the State Legislature embedded it in our Charter.
The provision is two-fold. First, it makes the term of office
of the Trustees five years, instead of the usual life tenure,
and requires that all elections be by ballot. Next, it requires
that so soon as our graduates number fifty they may elect
one Trustee each year, thus giving them one third of the
whole number elected. Thus it is hoped to prevent stag-
nation, to make a more living connection between the in-
stitution and its graduates, and to constantly pour into its
councils new and earnest life

Another of this cla
Students by themselpes.

i ;];legge(;v:;rémssit of large bodies of young men assembled
R educ,lt.versntles presents some of the knottiest
o mor; 1on(i It will be the_ aim of the authorities
PRt a:(;l tl’lmore the' residence of students in
family inﬂuence,,and und:;: t;:e 2::1?g e

ng that they are members

general culture,

the authorities ©
e subject or un

ss of ideas refers to the government of
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of the community, subject to t
which bind other members.

But our plans require that a large number reside in ¢,
‘mversity buildings. That students thus congregated au.e
difficult to govern al| know. How shal] they be controlledg
The usual method has been to place amon ;
bers of the faculty of instruction, to ma
detective and repressive. Order under this system has
generally been bad; the relations between student and jp.
structor have been worse, In several cases so bad a spirie
has arisen that members of a faculty have been assaulted
with intent to kill. As to the relations thus formed, it is
evident that a pedagogue policeman must be the least fasci.
nating of instructors and the least vigorous of rulers,

It has therefore been determined to bring to bear here to
some extent the combined principles of self-government and
strict accountability. Students will be admitted to reside
in the building only on condition that thcy. subject themselves
to a simple military organization, sufficient to enforce the
University by-laws and to secure order and sanitary super-
vision. This organization will be conducted by officers
selected from their own numbers, and will b.e under t}!e
superintendence of the Professor of Military Sc1ence,_ who is
made for this purpose Commandant of the University

ings.
Bm\l?se Eope good results fron} this. It _has succee;:led W(;!”t}i::
military colleges, and the principle at its center oll)'me o
nucleus of Dr. Arnold’s monitorial system at Rugby.
success of t.hat experiment is a matter Of{h(;ztroggngressional

But, while we thus act in the spirit o o all
Charter, we hope to take from the military orga
its harshness. AR ween
5 We have faith in manly, open, pucial 1nhterct(>);l:;f§:ided-
Faculty and students. A large social hal dF culty together
In this it is intended to bring students an ha her, to have

i i to have them talk to each other, to | o
from time to time, hus to transmute the tradition
them know each other, and thus hich too often exist between
and most unfortunate relations whic

he same laws ang Customs

ke these a police,
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ucted, into a rel?.tion_ not of Fa colle%e
a pedagogue, but into a relation simply o "ia". "
b BuI: there must be no namby-pambyism, no playing
- ho would disgrace us, no sacrifice of the
with young men w
to the unearnest few. 15 i
capeRART distinctly understood that this is no “Reform
hWel WShItltis lf:stablished to give advanced education to
f:r::st', hard-working young men, x}of to give a rezgectz}lt)}i:
resting place to unearnest and idle young 1'1"1 . ;
function of its Faculty is educating sou_nd scholars, no
reclaiming vicious boys. We have no right to give our
strength or effort to reform, or drag, or push any man into
an education; we have no time for that. One laggard will
take more life out of a professor than a dozen vigorous
scholars—one debauchee will take more time from a Faculty
than a score of trusty scholars. For minor shortcomings
and faults there will be some forbearance; for confirmed
idleness and vice there will be none.

But I should not be frank here were I to be silent regarding
a question in which great numbers of earnest citizens take
a deep interest, and which has been lately pressed upon us
by a most cogent and careful memorial from the public
school teachers of the State of New York—the question of
admitting students regardless of race or sex.

I believe myself justified in stating that the authorities
of tl}e Univ.ersity would hold that under the organic law of
the institution we have no right to reject any man on ac-
count of race.

As to the question of sex, T have little doubt that within
a very few years the experiment desired will be tried in
some of our largest universities. There are m
for expecting its success. It h . S
common sehooly. b ; _has succeeded not onl}’_ in t}:le
the normal sch’oollslt‘h'v‘dlllat lli mIUCh LA St e
State. It has SUCC’eedlgd sc ?0 s, and academies of t.hls
lecture roomg of our leafi' ¥ liu. oA icidibg
to see why it should not ing colleges that 1t 1s very difficult
and, if the eXperiment sucSucceed il chcipleotue 9IS,

ceeds as regards lectures, it is very

instructors and instr

man.



can ask us to undertake it now. It is with
difficulty that we are ready to receive

which had reference to young men. I trust the time ma
soon come when we can do more., .S

An.d finally, there are certain general ideas which muys;

enter into our work in all jts parts:
PERMEATING OR CROWNING IDEAS.

They are two. First, the need of labor and sacrifice in
developing the individual man, in all his nature, in qll his
powers, as a being intellectual, moral and religious.

_In carrying out the first of these no good means are to be
rejected. Training in history and literature comes in with
training in science and the arts. There need be no cant
against classical studies or for them. Their great worth for
many minds cannot be denied. The most perfect languages
the world has ever known will always have students. The
simple principle will be that of university liberty of choice
among studies. Those who feel that they can build them-
selves up by classical studies will be encouraged. We shall
not injure such studies by tying those who love them to those
who loathe them. And let me urge here that we work toward
some great sciences and arts which have been sadly neg-
lected, which nevertheless are among the most powerful in
developing the whole man. )

It seems to me a great perversion that while so much
pains is taken in the great universities of the wgrld to study
the second rate things of literature—conventional poetry
and superseded philosophy—there should be rll:o ln:rpe‘"l?z:
tion of the great conceptions of such men as ra 'ngseem;
and Michael Angelo, and Raphael, and Millais; '.tven s
wonderful that there should be so much ;}:nle(esgleare e
rhetoric-makers and so little to the drama of Shakesp
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i i hat there

Milton; it seems monstrous t
e sonnetsug}fl eff;rt to drill immortals in petty prosody
should .bels" ?ort to bring them within reach of those C(‘)‘lossal
snd solitbe® d Handel. The men of the “dark

i thoven an r
sym ”h?vr;:;s:lfa?:; the most powerful of the arts second in
ages

the Quadrivium were certainly more 13 theilsjgthlfa}:e(l;? tb}:’?:g:v:g
The second of these permeating 1 easb b
Je powers o the man, this developed, fo bear upon Sociely.
t ell; a republic like this the way in which this is most
enerally done is by the speech. Its abuses are mamfest.A
%a]aver has brought many troubles. Gab has brought some
curses. Educated men have often shrunk from these.
Nothing could be more unfortunate. The educatec}l me_n.of
a republic should keep control of the forum. Universities
suited to this land and time should fit them to do it. Some
of the steps in this preparation may seem almost absurd, but
they should be taken. Almost every educated man can
make himself an effective speaker—I do not say orator, but
effective speaker—and every educated man should do it.
In no place better than in the university can a man learn to
think while on his feet; that done, the rest is easy. I would
not have too much stress laid on mere oratory, but the power
of summoning thought quickly and using it forcibly I would
have cultivated with especial care.
. Assecond mode of bringing thought to bear upon society
is by the press. Its power is well known; still its legitimate
Power among us might be made greater, and its illegitimate
power less. T think that more and more the universities
%’G:Uslgotilige the wants of the great fourth estate” in vit?w.
i history’ fg mgle_tt.thlelr wants, provide ample Instruction
modern ]it,eraturpes 1 lc\;itim??cg, 1n social science, in the
Press s best men ;ieclare t}? the strquth of our newspaper
lamentab] ;1 declare the great majority of their recruits
; y deficient in this knowledge and that power essen-

< . 00 a duty devolves upon the .Il—
Stltu(lOllS of learn' ( (o} wI
1ng. .V
to work 1[] g h S€Nn men shou]d be given power

. this m1 ht : . 5
trained and stockeq togth);te:fér_le‘ Their minds should be
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ELIMINATED IDEAS.

These may be cast mainly into two 8roups: first, the
ideas of the pedants; secondly, the idess St the Philistines,
Of the first are they who gnaw forever at the dry husks
and bitter rinds of learning and never get at the real, pre.
cious kernel. These are they who in so many primary
schools teach boys to spell mechanically aloud—, thing
which they are hardly called upon to do twice in a lifetime,
and to be utterly unable to spell correctly on Paper—a thing
which they are called upon to do every day of their lives,
These are they who in so many public schools teach boys
geography by stupid parrotings upon leaden te)ft-boqks, and
leave them to come before the examiners of this Unlvers.lty
to be rejected, as more than fifty have been rejected during
the last three days for statements that London is in t:e
west of England, Havre in the south of Frange, Portugal the
capital of Spain, Borneo the capital of Prussia, !lr(ldla a part
of Africa, Egypt a province of Rusm_a, and the li e.h
These are they who in so many high schools teac yt;:r;g
men by text-book to Ipl)arse, and by their teachers’ exampl
rammatically.
spe’?‘];lel:;gare they who in so many colleges teall)gh y?il:eyo:r?g
men endless metaphysics of the Lat}lrl su JU:F dOl’lb(’fU]
gerund-grindings, and dsecoraf(it-l?:r::asgilvl;;fsf;sof WL
i 1 n i1dea o > I
Phllo'logc}:,i,c:v:;h;otthi vigor of patriotism in T?c1tus. €
Sh!PI‘IZZse are ’they who afflict yc}u}:lg mentsv;nrfg ;f::jtics,
o verb, with accen
e i(;f xﬁgetgézelfor the great thoughts of Plao or
u

Thléc}’tdligf; the whole race of these owls! Let us have done
u

- I]l n t]le FhlllStlnCS—an WhO n the wor d at large see
lth them! R :
€ 2!

of any atio w bles a man
ed f educ tion beyond that thh ena
no ne
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eighbors; men who
ithin range of the
hom “Greed is

y his wits and to pr eYuzP°;:r‘lS;
e o e Yous e T
reat t - »

God and G;g?ygiiss h:)f rc;]:: etthey who, in institutions of

Of the =M l? the’harci things, the dry things, and never
B S‘?Clo:hiyn s: who substitute dates for history, and
the ‘b'ealmfzr literit:lre and formulas for science, who give
Cillt;ctltsenr::ion to the stali( of learning and none to the bloom.
a May this not be so among us. We may not be able to do
all we could wish to realize our ideal, but let us work towards
it. Mingle these influences with the education of our
agriculturists; bring them to bear upon the rural homes of
this land, and you shall see a happy change. You shgll
no longer be pained at that desertion of country for city
which far-seeing men now so earnestly deplore.

GenTLEMEN OF THE Facurty: After this imperfect sug-
gestion of the ideas underlying, forming, permeating our
work, I appeal to you. The task before us is difficult. It
demands hard thought, hard work. You will be called upon
to exercise skill, energy and forbearance. The Faculty of
this institution is the last place in the world for a man of
mere dignity or of elegant ease.
rewlz:(g ]“f/;]}il:htm}ll be great the reward also is great. It is. the
s Sttmen sufcces}slful professor so pnzes—the sight
bt ]g O’E‘ﬁ e true, the l?eautlful anfi the gqod
t00 afien corrode~p. | e petty vanity of official station
IS poverty indeedebf(;: hitall-i i ml man;'the e
pride of the university ix;s(:l;llsc()tu » or mind; but the honest
noble scholars within the Uni o8 seeie his caste
1ts wall, s something far moreversn};, ol

Said St, Filippo Neri as h dWOrtf y-
of the College at Rome at the) 1ay after day, came to the door
passed out, e e time when the English scholars
10 death under the cruelolwere to be. persecuted and put

aM come to feast my e aevsvs % Ellzabeth of Fagand,

0 Mmay each of yg feastyo on those martyrs yonder.”

ur eyes on scholars, writers,

tolive b
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revealers of nature, leaders jp
: art
1n and out of yonder halls, » Statesmen, wp, shall g,

Let us labor in this spir

SPITIt.  The work of
) ev

even of those who deal with Mmateria] forces, is :r:l;";? ot u|:'

oubtless wrong i b

weight he'asm_-lbed to moral forces, byt hegw:s :jhe [:mall

right in his high estimate of the mora] v e

forces. He found but half the troqh. i alue of Materi|

z 5 us i
whole truth; let it be full orbed. Every profess;:,c ?vghr:)lzv:}o:llz:

to increase material welfare, acts to Increase morg| welfare
I ask your aid as advisers, as friends, Let us hold oy
selves in firm phalanx for truth and against error. 3
To you also, who appear in the first classes of students of
the Cornell University: You have had the faith anq courage

tions; you have not feared to aid in an experiment, knowing
that there must be some groping and some stumbling. |
will not ask you to be true to us. I will ask you to be true
to yourselves. In Heaven’s name be men. s it not time
that some poor student traditions be supplanted by better?
You are not here to be made; you are here to mal;e your-
selves. You are not here to hang upon an University; you
are here to help build an University. This is no place for
children’s tricks and toys, for exploits which only excite the
wonderment of boarding-school misses. You are here ;3
begin a man’s work in the greatest time and land thg worl
i ke hold with the
has yet known. I bid you take hold, take T Bana
national Congress, with the State authormesl, WIto build
CorNELL, with the Trustees, with the Facu t{s’ity hich
here by manly conduct and by study an gmve s
shall be your pride. You are part of it. From ii’ o
are to come its Trustees, glr.o'fessors. Look to
be ready for your responsibilities. oo today
GEN"};LEMgN oF THE TRUSTEES: InI ‘,‘f:ffté?fcharged
formally the trust which for two yearsd tobperation an
really, I desire to thank you for your Ste";cz
support in the past and ask its continuance.
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ow the trust was not sought by me. You

what misgivings 1t was accepted. In the

cerity 1 say that it will be the greatest happiness

utmost 5{‘ to be able, at some day not remote, to honorably
a1y i hands worthier and stronger than my own.

g lnht:dow of discord has ever disturbed our relations.

J .
P ::: ;ani to ask for my brothers in the Faculty the same
er

cordiality which you have extended to me. ) i

You have been pleased to express 'satlsfa.ctu.)n with my

administration thus far; I trust that with this aid the work

better.

ma:::;, in conclusion, to you, our hopored Fot_JNDER: I
may not intrude here my own private gratitude for kindnesses
innumerable. Sturdily and stea(.illy you have presse('i on
this enterprise, often against discouragement, sometimes
against obloquy. But the people of this great common-
wealth have stood by you. Evidences of it are seen in a
thousand forms, but at this moment most of all in the num-
ber of their sons who have come to enjoy your bounty.

You were once publicly charged with a high crime. It
was declared that you “sought to erect a great monument”
for yourself.

Sir, would to Heaven that more of our citizens might
seek to rear monuments such as this of yours. They are
indeed lasting. The names chiseled in granite in the days
Zf]}jzlll-;m Yal; ﬁnd John Harvard have been effaced, but Yale
The orzlri‘r:i; ear aloft forever the names of their found@rs.
offcs the leZdiln:eatfmenkOf days gone by, the }}olders of high
Wi rersnoe l‘ﬁn —hwho remembers their names now?
o Universitiesr? eIl:It ¢ names of founders or benefactors

owdoin, Brown ar;d A a;lvard End Siale; D_artmou_th and
€ names of Pa ‘km e\rlst, all answer this question.
they are solidly rootecde‘r’ ﬁssar, Cooper, Wells, C‘ornel.l,
nation. They shall 5 ;n what shall stand longest in this
&0 down, bup B llvast expanse of mushroom names
tons lift thep, into th ienrmain forever. Their benefac-
: € view of all men.

ut, Sir, [ .
T dbear testimony here that your name was

You well }m
well know with
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never thrust forwarq by yourself,
what any man thinks of
It a duty to state that You were preparing to de
!y with the institution under a different na
msisted that your own name should be given it.

It has happen.ed to me to see your Persistence, your

piling up a fortune for himself than you have shown to heap
up this benefaction for your countrymen. You have given
yourself to it.

Therefore, in the name of this commonwealth and this
nation, I thank you. I know that I am as really empowered
to do so in their behalf as if I held their most formal
credentials. I thank you for those present, for those to
come. May you be long spared to us. May this be a
monument which shall make earnest men more earnest and
despondent men take heart. May there ever rest upon it
the approval of good men. Above all, may it have the
blessing of God.

THE President’s address was followed by the inauguration
of the Professors and an address representing them by
Professor William Channing Russel.

ADDRESS OF PROFESSOR RUSSEL

R. PrRESIDENT: The resident Professors ha\{e asked
M me to reply to your address, and to express in a{fiw
words their sense of the privileges and responsibilities Q toj
places they undertake and their sympathy in the views y

ered. : i :
ha‘%:go, indeed, feel it to be. a privilege to be ‘:issodcslait:ddl]:
such an undertaking as this with a man whose Heiistorica].
cause of education will make.the_ name of i_;ornvel'liCh gl
and to be co-laborers with him in a.planf l:e; g
State has economized for the elevation o
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